
  Sharing the Last Cookie

  Sharing · 3–6 yrs · With Bramble the Bear

  The Hollow Log Bakery had one cookie left. Just one — round and golden, still warm, sitting alone on its little wooden plate in the window.

Bramble the Bear had been waiting for this cookie all day. He'd smelled it baking since breakfast, and now, paws pressed to the glass, he could almost taste it. He scooped it up and held it high, triumphant. "Mine," he said happily.

Just then, he heard a small sniffle behind him. Squeaky the squirrel stood in the doorway, tail drooping, looking at the cookie the exact same way Bramble had been looking at it a moment ago.

"I saved up three whole acorns for that cookie," Squeaky said quietly, "but I got here too late." She turned to go, trying to smile even though her whiskers trembled just a little.

Bramble looked down at the cookie in his big paws. It was the whole reason he'd walked all the way across the forest. It was *his*. Wasn't it?

But then he looked at Squeaky's droopy tail, and something in his chest felt heavier than the cookie ever could. "Wait," he called out.

Bramble broke the cookie carefully, right down the middle, crumbs scattering like tiny golden stars. He held out the bigger half. "There's always been enough for two, I think. I just forgot to look."

Squeaky's eyes went wide and bright. They sat together on the bakery steps, the evening turning soft and pink, and took their first bites at exactly the same time.

"This tastes better than I remember," Bramble said, surprised, licking a crumb from his paw.

Squeaky grinned. "That's because you're not eating it alone anymore." And Bramble had to agree — somehow, half a cookie shared tasted twice as sweet as a whole one kept all to himself.

That night, curled up in his den with a happy, sugar-dusted sleepiness, Bramble decided that was one lesson worth remembering — right before his eyes drifted softly shut.

  ✦ The End ✦
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